
1336

Nov. 2 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

Taiwan. Taiwan was removed from the 
Majors List in 2000, because there was no 
evidence that it was any longer a transit 
point for drugs destined for the United 
States. Stringent law enforcement proce-
dures, together with enhanced customs in-
spection and surveillance methods, have all 
but cut off serious flows of heroin from 
Taiwan to the United States. At the same 
time, the opening of major container ports 
in southern China has diminished Taiwan’s 
importance for the drug trade. If in the 
future we detect any drug flows through 
Taiwan that significantly affect the United 
States, I will place Taiwan on the Majors 
List. 

Turkey and Other Balkan Route Coun-
tries. I continue to be concerned by the 
large volume of Southwest Asian heroin 
that moves through Turkey and neighboring 
countries to Western Europe along the Bal-
kan Route. There is no clear evidence, 
however, that this heroin significantly af-
fects the United States. In the event that 
I determine that heroin transiting Turkey, 
Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Yugoslavia, Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, or other 
European countries on the Balkan Route 

significantly affects the United States, I will 
add the relevant countries to the Majors 
List. 

Major Cannabis Producers. While 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Morocco, the Phil-
ippines, and South Africa are significant 
cannabis producers, I have not included 
them on this list since in all cases the illicit 
cannabis is either consumed locally or ex-
ported to countries other than the United 
States. I have determined that such illicit 
cannabis production does not significantly 
affect the United States. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph 
R. Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, 
ranking member, Senate Committee on For-
eign Relations; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, 
and Ted Stevens, ranking member, Senate 
Committee on Appropriations; Henry J. 
Hyde, chairman, and Tom Lantos, ranking 
member, House Committee on International 
Relations; and C.W. Bill Young, chairman, 
and David R. Obey, ranking member, House 
Committee on Appropriations. This letter 
was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on November 2.

Remarks Following a Meeting With the Secretary of the Treasury and the 
Secretary of Labor
November 2, 2001

The President. Good morning. Thank you 
all for coming. I just had a meeting with 
our Secretary of Treasury, Secretary of 
Labor. We’re discussing the new unemploy-
ment numbers, and it’s not good news for 
America. The attacks of September the 
11th have deeply affected the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands of people. Not only has 
it shattered the lives of those who have 
lost life, the attacks have threatened the 
livelihoods of American workers. 

I think it’s very important for the admin-
istration and Congress to work together to 
extend and expand unemployment benefits 
to those whose lives have been affected 
by the attacks. 

And we need to work together to prevent 
further loss of jobs by passing an economic 
stimulus package that, in fact, will cause 
the job base to firm up and expand. I be-
lieve we’ve got the ingredients of a good 
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package out of the House. I urge the Sen-
ate to work quickly to pass a bill, to get 
the bill in conference, to show the Nation 
that we can, in fact, deal with the aftermath 
of this tragedy. 

My administration will be actively in-
volved with helping to get a package mov-
ing. We stand ready. The Secretary of 
Treasury is prepared to take an active role 
to expedite the process, and we’re prepared 
to take an active role to make sure that 
an airline security bill comes out of con-
ference as quickly as possible. 

I want to thank the House of Represent-
atives for a good and constructive debate, 
for the passage of a good piece of legisla-
tion, and I look forward to working with 
Members of the Senate and the House to 
reconcile any differences. And I believe the 
differences are small, and I believe they 
can be reconciled quickly. 

So if I can sign an airport security bill, 
airline security bill, it will say to the Amer-
ican people that we are doing everything 
we possibly can to recover from the after-
math of September the 11th. 

I’ll be glad to answer questions at the 
next—your next opportunity to see me. 

Thank you. 
Q. This is the best position I’ll ever have. 

[Laughter] 
The President. We’ll work on that. Gor-

don, make sure the man gets a better posi-
tion. [Laughter] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:38 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Assistant Press Sec-
retary Gordon Johndroe. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Olusegun Obasanjo of 
Nigeria and an Exchange With Reporters 
November 2, 2001

President Bush. I’m proud to welcome 
President Obasanjo back to the White 
House. We just had a very good visit. 

We discussed our mutual concern, our 
mutual desire, and that is to fight and win 
the war against terror. The President has 
been a steadfast friend of the United States 
Government and the United States people 
before and after September 11th; for that 
we’re most grateful. 

He has got a huge Muslim population 
in his country, and I assure him and assure 
those Muslims who live in his country that 
our war that we now fight is against terror 
and evil. It’s not against Muslims. We both 
understand that the Islamic faith teaches 
peace, respects human life, is nonviolent. 
And I want to thank the President’s leader-
ship in sending a—not only a message of 
tolerance and respect but also his vision, 

which I share, that our struggle is going 
to be long and difficult, but we will prevail. 
We will win. Good will overcome evil. 

Part of the reason why is we’ve got a 
strong coalition. And the President is a part 
of that coalition. So welcome, Mr. Presi-
dent. Thank you. 

President Obasanjo. Mr. President, thank 
you for receiving me once again at the 
White House. Of course, we have come 
this time to express solidarity, to express 
support, to express condolence for the ter-
rorist attack on this country, on innocent 
people of all faiths and of all races on the 
11th of September. 

We have no doubt in our own mind that 
terrorism must be fought and it must be 
fought to a standstill. And as you have 
rightly said, we must distinguish and we 
must lead people to understand that there’s 
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